
In this issue:   
1 Covid and the Growing Friends 

A.Clark and J.Milner

1-3 Central Hub Update       

Kirstie Paterson

4-5 Elms in the Gardens                   

Jane Cleary and Judy Milner

6  Friends New Website               

Lindy Sloan

7   Obvservations in the Gardens 

Anne Bridley

8-10 Chelsea Physic Garden     

Pam and Anthony Sheean

10  From the archives                    

Picnicking in the gardens

11 Get to know the Illustrators  

Don Leversha

12    What’s On  .

Friends of Bendigo Botanic 
Gardens Inc. Newsletter
Edition 14 Spring 2021

COVID AND THE GROWING FRIENDS - J. Milner & A. Clark

Trials and Tribulations of the Growing Friends adapting to Covid 19.

The Growing Friends have had a topsy-turvy time during 2020 and 2021.
When lockdown first occurred in March 2020 all FBBG activities ceased. We were thankful that staff 
added caring for the FBBG nursery to their duties. 

By March 2021 we were able to recommence Growing Friends  activities. A massive half-price sale 
to clear all the accumulated nursery stock was held on April 10th (with appropriate protocols) and 
replaced our usual May Mothers’ Day sale. It proved to be a great success – clearing out nearly all of 
our stocks ready for a new start. However from that time on it has been rather stop and go. In July 
we were all in lockdown again and by September back in action, although the Illustrators have been 
unable to return to the Samuel Gadd building.
Plant stocks are gradually building up in the nursery. 
We are currently continuing with our Tuesday morning working bees and holding sales only on 
Saturday mornings. QR code sign-ins, face masks, and physical distancing are all second nature 
now. From October 15th FBBG volunteers have been required to provide proof of Covid double 
vaccination.

We are an adaptable, resilient group still dedicated to supporting the gardens.

CENTRAL HUB PROJECT UPDATE

Kirstie Paterson. (Team Leader Bendigo Botanic Gardens)

Our next stage of the Botanic Gardens is underway. The long awaited Cen-
tral Hub, the ‘missing link’ that joins the Heritage Garden to Garden for the 
Future, has started construction! 
The central hub area is located on vacant land in the centre of the Botanic 
gardens with the Gold influenced ‘Heritage Garden’ on one side, and the 21st 
century ‘Garden for the Future’ on the other. What better way to celebrate 
the ‘Heart’ of the garden than to focus on indigenous plantings.

This newsletter is named after 
Dovyalis caffra, 

the South African Kei Apple Tree 
which is a heritage listed tree in the 

Bendigo Botanic Gardens
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CENTRAL HUB PROJECT UPDATE  continued - 

Kirstie Paterson

What you will find in the Central Hub gardens are plants that were found in Bendigo pre-gold mining days, 
and were in fact plants that were used by our Dja Dja Warrung peoples for food, fibre and tools.

In the one hectare site we are planting 106 trees (18 different species). These trees will in-time provide vital 
shade for the gardens while also displaying the functions these trees provided the indigenous peoples. For 
example, Eucalyptus camaldulensis (River Red-gum) was used for tool manufacturing, Acacia dealbata (Silver 
Wattle) was used for medicines, Santalum acuminatum (Quandong) is a great food source, and Melaleuca 
lanceolata (Moonah) could be used as a fibre source. The 106 trees are being grown by our COGB and local 
nurseries.

The Central Hub project has been designed with 10 different plant mixes throughout the gardens, consisting 
of shrubs, grasses and perennials. These species will highlight the breadth of plants in the Bendigo region, 
and the plant mixes will show different ways they can be displayed. 

The mixes are: 

1. Feature Flower Mix- Containing 18 different species of Bendigo’s indigenous flowering plants. 
 Bulbine Lily is one of the plants in this list and its roots can be eaten for food.
2. Scrub Mix- made up of 14 different species. Bursaria spinosa, Callistemon sieberi, and Oleria 
  teretifolia are in here.
3. Grass Mix- Featuring 13 of Bendigo’s beautiful grass species. Also in this mix is the Murnong Yam  
 daisy (Microseris lanceolata) which has edible tuberous roots and was once an important source of  
 food for the indigenous people.
4. Screening Mix- 18 shrubs make up this mix. Slaty Sheoak, Sticky Hop-bush and Dusty Miller are part  
 of the screening mix.
5. Wildflower Mix- 17 different plant varieties are in this mix like Billy Buttons, Sticky everlasting, and  
 Pink Mulla-Mulla.
6. Grasslands Mix- Containing 13 different grass and herbaceous perennials. Austrostipa elegantissima,  
 Austrostipa mollis, Austrostipa scabra ssp. falcata, the three beautiful spear-grass varieties shine here.
7. Part Shade Mix- This mix is made up of 18 different plant varieties, showing the versatility of 
 Bendigo’s plants and the different conditions you can grow them in. Chocolate Lily, Pale Vanilla Lily,  
 and Scarlet Mint-bush are included in this particular mix.
8. Heavy Shade Mix- 9 different species are showcased in this mix.
9. Woodland Shrub Mix - 15 different Bendigo plants are in this mix ranging from 15cm to 4m in height
10. Low Woodland Mix - 12 species are in this mix, ranging from 15cm – 2m.

All up there will be approximately 15,000 plants planted in the garden beds of the Central Hub project. These 
plants are being sourced through our local nurseries and some of the species are being grown by the Friends 
Growing Team, they are propagating some Spyridium parvifolium and Grevillea alpina for us.
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A plan of how the 
different planting 

mixes will feature in 
the garden.

One of the main features of the new project is the substantial water feature that will be in front of the 
buildings. Our aim for the wetlands and ponds is to capture the storm water from the surrounding 
catchment area and divert it to our underground holding tanks, and then pump it through our wetlands. 
The tanks for this project were installed earlier in the year. These tanks are capable of holding 200,000 
litres of water, which will help keep the ponds topped up with water over the warmer and drier months.

The ponds will have different 
layers of plantings. Starting 
with the ephemeral plant-
ing, which is placed along 
the edges of the ponds all the 
way to the submerged plant-
ing, which is below the water 
surface. Eventually we are 
hoping to attract frogs into 
the water system as well as 
introduce small indigenous 
fish species.

CENTRAL HUB PROJECT UPDATE continued - 

Kirstie Paterson

Picture of the tanks in the ground

The ponds are beginning to take shape

The central hub is to be finalised by June 2022
Can’t wait!
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1.    Ulmus minor sp ‘variegata’  [in the Play Space]
Silver elm - Cultivated Origin, Europe.
The stately Silver Elm has cream flecked leaves and is an excellent shade 
tree in summer with multiple trunks. Leaves are finely serrated and change 
to yellow in the Autumn. This one has happily recovered from drought. 

2.   Ulmus glabra ‘camperdownii’  [Picnic Lawn]
Camperdown elm – Cultivated Origin, Europe. 
This weeping form was first found as an unusual branch on a tree in a private gar-
den in Scotland in 1835. It is propagated by cuttings only and usually grafted onto 
Ulmus glabra. (Wych Elm)
A Weeping Camperdown Elm was one of the first trees planted in Dame Elizabeth 
Murdoch’s garden at Cruden Farm. It is a more recent addition to our gardens

3.   Ulmus procera [Conifer Walk]
English elm – Europe.
An excellent large deciduous shade tree, it is used widely throughout 
Melbourne. They are long lived and suitable for both coastal and inland 
regions. The pure English Elm has very coarse, rough leaves. Like all elms, 
the leaves have an uneven base. Its dark green leaves turn striking golden 
yellow in Autumn. Dutch Elm disease has decimated these trees in the 
Northern Hemisphere making those in Australian Parks and Gardens very 
significant. Seed grown plants are very variable.

4. Ulmus parvifolia [Edwardian Garden]
Chinese elm – China, Japan, Korea and Vietnam. This small 
leaved tree with attractive bark has hard timber. It is grown 
as a street tree in Bendigo and is a popular choice for the art 
of Bonsai.

ELMS in our GARDENS

J. Cleary and J. Milner

‘Bendigo is home to one of the worlds healthiest remaining populations of European elm trees after a deadly fungal 
disease decimated elms in the Northern Hemisphere. They are a common street tree in Bendigo. The elm leaf beetle can 
also damage or destroy trees and soil inoculation is used locally to manage this pest. The Heritage Section of the Bendigo 
Botanic Gardens contains several mature elms, probably planted in the late 1800s when many trees were being trialled. 
There have also been some more recent additions.’

Bonsai Chinese Elm created by the 
late Mary Wilkinson - past member of 

FBBG.

Distinctive bark on 
Chinese Elm
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ELMS in our GARDENS  

5.    Ulmus x hollandica. [Edwardian Garden] Dutch elm - Europe.
This elm is a natural hybrid between Ulmus glabra and Ulmus minor.
Cultivars of the hybrid Dutch Elm are amongst the most commonly seen 
elms in Australia. There were many planted in the mid 19th Century. 
Some forms are known to sucker readily. Fine examples are often depict-
ed in John Constable paintings.
It has been used for avenue planting in older parts of Bendigo.
There is a purple leaved form available. (Purpurascens)

6.    Ulmus glabra ‘Lutescens’ [Main Lawn]
Golden elm - Cultivated Origin, Europe. 
The first Golden Elm originated in York 
UK as a ‘sport’ which appeared close to gallows - thus the tree is also known as 
‘Gallows Elm’. It is an attractive full canopied tree in summer, ideal for shade. 
The young serrated leaves are pale green in colour turning yellow and then 
golden in Autumn. It is susceptible to the Elm Leaf Beetle. Roots can be inva-
sive.

 

Picnic Lawn 

Conifer Walk 
Edwardian 
Garden 

Main Lawn 
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Location of listed elms in the Gardens
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Up to now online information about the Friends, 
was accessed via our Facebook page and the City of 
Greater Bendigo’s website by clicking on the Bendi-
go Botanic Gardens, White Hills and then scrolling 
down to the Friends link.
At the September 2020 FBBG Committee meeting, a 
proposal for the Friends to set up their own website 
was discussed.

Advantages were seen as:

• Direct access to all information posted by the 
friends, rather than finding us via links on other  
websites such as Bendigo Botanic Gardens, Aus-
tralian Association of Botanic Gardens etc.

• FBBG controls what  content is posted on the 
web site

• Excellent forum to promote far & wide the Ben-
digo Botanic Gardens, the work of the Friends, 
events such as our Plant Sales, the Botanical 
Artists, Guided Tours and  Growing Friends 
activities.

The FBBG Committee agreed that a small subcom-
mittee obtain quotes for a new website and report  
progress regularly to the FBBG Committee meet-
ings. The successful tenderer was WordsWorth 
Communicating who had previous website develop-
ment experience with both Geelong and Ballarat 
Friends of BG groups. Since then the subcommittee 
has considered many options for the appearance and 
functionality of the website and the agreed content 
details have been provided to WordsWorth Com-
municating.

When active, our new online presence will be:
Domain Name www.friendsbgobg.org.au
Email address  info@friendsbgobg.org.au
Our former email address will be linked to the new 
one above for a period of time to ensure communi-
cation continues.

The website will feature easy navigation between fea-
tures including how to get involved, what’s on, our 
history, our logo, how to contact us and much more.
It has been a steep learning curve for the members 
involved over many months.

We have been very grateful for assistance from 
Kirstie Paterson (Team Leader  BBG) and staff from 
the City of Greater Bendigo who have been most 
helpful in guiding us through some of the compli-
ance issues that arose.

The subcommittee known as  “The Web-sters”,  
(Lindy Sloan, Pam Sheean and Jan Bobin, assisted 
by Judy Milner and Annie Clark) have worked hard 
to compile the content including a bank of photos 
for use on the Website.
The Committee is very pleased with progress and 
expects that the launch of the website will be prior 
to the end of 2021.

As well as our new website, the Friends Facebook 
page will continue to be an effective means of com-
municating with our members and the public. 

When our new website is active, the Friends would 
be interested in having the services of a volunteer 
who is technically able to assist us in making sim-
ple updates to the website as directed by the FBBG 
Committee, so that it remains current and informa-
tive. Contact via email if you or someone you know 
would be able to assist.

FRIENDS NEW WEBSITE - upgrading our media presence

Lindy Sloan - Committee Member FBBG



Friends of Bendigo Botanic Gardens Inc. Newsletter    7

In mid October I wandered around the gardens looking for plants that would help support a healthy insect 
population. There are signs that the Earth’s insect population is declining. This is a concern for all those who 
love the natural world for its own sake. Also, humans rely on the many services insects provide such as pol-
lination and nutrient recycling.

There were two plants that particularly 
stood out as bee magnets – the Echiums in 
the Heritage Gardens and Ceanothus ‘Blue 
Sapphire’ in the GFTF. The latter plant has 
a strong honey scent.
Other plants that were attracting bees 
included the Pelargoniums near the grape 
vine trellis. The photo at right shows the 
bee guide markings on the petals. But that 
is not what the bee sees – they can see into 
the ultraviolet, which is invisible to us.

Bees were also coming to members of the mint 
family, Lamiaceae, such as Lavender, Teucrium 
and Rosemary. In the GFTF Indian Hawthorn 
(Raphiolepis indica), Philothecas and Verticor-
dias were attracting bees in reasonable num-
bers. Unfortunately, in NSW and QLD Indian 
Hawthorn is an environmental weed.
Daisy flowers are noted for feeding various 
insects – the photo on the left shows a hover fly 
whose larvae eat aphids.
Flies, especially the small ones, rather than 
bees were particularly interested in the Diosma 
flowers.
There are some flowers which are not so useful 
to honey bees – double flowers, varieties with 
little nectar or pollen, and ones with long tubes 
that evolved with different pollinators such as 
honeyeaters and hummingbirds. 

OBSERVATIONS IN THE GARDENS - Insects and flowers in the Bendigo Botanic Gardens

Anne Bridley FBBG President
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THE CHELSEA PHYSIC GARDEN
Another fascinating garden visited by Pam and Anthony Sheean

The Chelsea Physic Garden was founded in 1637 by The Worshipful Society of Apothecaries of London; making it London’s old-
est botanic garden. It was established to grow medicinal herbs and facilitate the study of botany in relation to medicine and train 
apprentice apothecaries to identify key plants. It became the most important centre for plant exchange in the 1700s.

The initial garden was on a leased site owned by Sir John Danvers. The garden’s primary benefactor though, was Sir Hans Sloane 
the well-known physician, naturalist, collector, founder of the British Museum and of course namesake of Sloane Square. He had 
previously completed his apprenticeship at the gardens and when he purchased the site, he leased it to the Worshipful Society in 
1722 for five pounds a year in perpetuity. This amount is still paid to Sir Hans descendants today.

By the early 1800s the garden was made available to all medical students and lecturers. However, in the late 1850s the garden 
was in financial difficulties and in 1899 the City Parochial Foundation charity took over the running of the garden, opening it to 
botany students as well.

In the 1920s, agricultural research became a focus, but in the late 1970s there was another crisis as the Foundation withdrew their 
support. In response, garden employees and friends rallied to raise funds and establish the Chelsea Garden Company in 1984, and 
they still run the garden today.
Notable gardeners and associates of the garden include Sir Joseph Banks, the renowned plant collector, Robert Fortune and Nath-
aniel Bagshaw Ward.

Ward invented the Wardian Case, 
a portable sealed-unit glasshouse, 
used for transporting delicate and 
exotic plants over large distances, 
including extended sea voyages. 
This invention changed horticulture 
worldwide enabling the success-
ful movement of plants from one 
hemisphere to another and estab-
lishing traditional industries like tea 
planting in India.
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The garden is located on 4 acres on the edge of the river Thames in 
London. Chelsea Village is a great choice as the site for the garden as 
it is close to the river, taking advantage of the warm air currents, south 
facing aspect, good quality warm light soil and easy access to river traffic 
for transport.

The unique micro climate enabled gardeners to cultivate plants from 
around the world in ideal conditions, that otherwise wouldn’t be pos-
sible in Britain. Within the garden are a dozen different spaces or beds, 
covering medicinal and 
useful plants, a British 
plant garden, a poison 
garden, a history gar-
den, a fern house and 
mature trees. 

Highlights of the gardens include the Garden of Medicinal Plants, the Garden of 
Edible Plants, the Garden of Useful Plants and the Pond Rockery.
The Garden of Medicinal Plants contains over 400 species and is further divided 
into the garden of world medicines, the pharmaceutical garden and the garden of 
future medicines. Plants of special medical significance include Melaleuca alternifolia 
– tea tree; Ricinus communis – castor oil plant; and Digitalis purpurea – common foxglove.

The Garden of Edible Plants showcases a range of fruit, vegetables and herbs used for food, flavour, oils and alcohol production. These 
beds are arranged demonstrating those plants richest in key vitamins and their use and value.The tea garden includes chamomile, pep-
permint, holy basil and of course camellia sinensis, the leaves of which are used for our familiar cup of tea. 

THE CHELSEA PHYSIC GARDEN 

continued

The Garden of Useful Plants contains plants used 
throughout history to make musical instruments, 
art, perfumes, buildings and consumables. The 
plants are arranged into their uses, such as for dyes, 
clothes and various industries.  A stone amphi-
theatre highlights the species used in perfumery 
including the pelargoniums used in Attar of Roses, 
a popular oil which is extracted from the leaves.
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    The Pond Rockery, thought to be the oldest rockery in 
Europe, was built in 1773. Planted here are rare and unusual 
species from Southern Europe and Africa. The actual rockery 
features stone from the Tower of London, basalt used by Sir 
Joseph Banks as ballast in his ship the St Lawrence and clam 
shells from Captain James Cook’s expeditions to Tahiti.

The garden today contains a unique living collection of 
nearly 5,000 edible, useful and medicinal plants. Annually 
there are over 50,000 visitors, with many special events and 
horticultural trainee programs on offer.
Throughout the long history of The Chelsea Physic Gar-
den the focus has always been on plant-based education, 
the importance of plants and our special connections with 
plants.

If you are ever in London; a visit to this amazing garden 
hidden within tall brick walls is well worth the effort.

References: 
Bailey, Nick : The Chelsea Physic Gardens, 2015
Website:   www.chelseaphysicgarden.co.uk

THE CHELSEA PHYSIC GARDEN 

continued

FROM THE FRIENDS ARCHIVES

Early Family Picnics in the BBGardens

Cahill Annual Picnic 1919

John Gill and family 1910

John Gill and Family 1901
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Don has a background in the teaching of Biology and Horticultural Studies. He has also 
had a long term interest in Australian Native Plants, being a member of the Australian 
Plant Society (previously SGAP) and APS Bendigo (previously Native Plant Group.)
His great interest in art has motivated him to dabble in art at various times of his life but 
generally with modern or abstract themes. A visit to the Botanical Illustrators’ exhibition 
at the Bendigo Pottery Gallery in 2009 stimulated his interest in
this style of art and he joined the group shortly afterwards. The chance of learning about 
water colour painting was also fascinating. He has painted mostly Australian Native 
plants, fruit & vegetables and is intending to extend his folio of Australian Native plant 
illustrations in the future. He finds the companionship and the development of his skills 
as major benefits of working within the Illustrators Group.

Don has exhibited with the Bendigo Botanical  illustrators at the Bendigo Pottery, Dudley House Bendigo, Samuel Gadd 
Centre Bendigo Botanic Gardens, and also individually in many other Victorian and local exhibitions. With his only entry 
into the St Paul’s Art exhibition, he won first prize in 2016 with his shell painting shown below.  He has many of his paint-
ings on his Instagram page.

GET TO KNOW THE ILLUSTRATORS

Don Leversha - Member of the FBBG Illustrators Group

Fruit and vegetable rondelle
(coloured pencil)

Eggplant species 
(watercolour)

Shells 
(gouache on black background)

Pitcher plant
Nepenthes sp
(watercolour)

Southern Boobook Owl 
(watercolour)
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What’s on.

Committee Meetings

The FBBG committee meetings are held from11.30am-12.30pm on the third Tuesday of alternate months at the Samuel Gadd Centre, 
Bendigo Botanic Gardens. (subject to current Covid 19 guidelines) 
Office bearers are elected for 2 year terms and the annual meeting is usually held in August.

Growing Friends and Gardening Friends 
                                                                                                                                                                        
The Growing Friends propagate plants for the gardens and for sale and the Gardening Friends assist the park staff in the gardens. 
They meet each Tuesday (9.30am-11.30am) at the BBG nursery (behind the Samuel Gadd Centre). Rostered Friends sell plants to 
the public on Saturday mornings. Two major plant sales are also held each year - Spring and Autumn. 

Botanical Illustration Group  (subject to current Covid 19 guidelines)       
  
The Illustrators meet Saturdays 9:30am – 4.00pm & Wednesdays 9:30 am – 12.00pm at the BBG Samuel Gadd Centre. 

Saturday 6th Nov  2021 FBBG Spring plant sale
Bendigo Botanic Gardens Nusery 
Samuel Gadd Centre 10am-2pm.
Enter via the gardens.

Tuesday 9th Nov 2021 FBBG Annual General Meeting The Pavilion in the Bendigo Botanic Gardens,
White Hills. Commencing 10am.

Tuesday 14th Dec 2021

FBBG Christmas Break-up.
Guided walk at 11.30 followed by shared 
lunch in the gardens.

Following Growing Friends activities we will meet 
at the Samuel Gadd Centre for guided walk. Fol-
lowing this lunch will commence at 12.30 in the 
pavilion BBG.

Tuesday 1st Feb 2022 Friends activities recommence
Bendigo Botanic Gardens Nusery 
Samuel Gadd Centre

29th April to 1st May 2022 AAFBG Members’ Biennial Conference
2022

Eurobodilla Regional Botanic Gardens, Batemens 
Bay NSW info@friendsbotanicgardens.org

Oct 24th-28th Oct 2022
17th Australasian Botanic Guides Con-
ference

Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria.
http//www.rbg.vic.gov.au/volsconf21

Supported by

Neither the Friends, nor the Bendigo Botanic Gardens accepts responsibility for statements made or opinions expressed, although every effort will be made to publish reliable information.

Iris from the BBG collection ready for sale.

Dovyalis is published by the Friends of Bendigo Botanic 
Gardens, Inc.  71 Napoleon Cres. Bendigo 3550 

Email: friends.bgobotanicgardens@gmail.com 
Website : www.bendigobotanicgardens.com.au 

President: Anne Bridley 
Vice President: Delene Commerford  

Secretary: Pam Sheean 
Treasurer: Annie Clark  

Committee Members: Jan Bobin, Judy Milner, Jan Orr, 
Kevin Shanahan, Lindy Sloan,                            
Dovyalis editor: Judy Milner


