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Friends of Bendigo Botanic Gardens

In this issue:

receive the

1. Handbury Award

AAFBG Handbury Award 2022

2. Ceiba speciosa ‘Silk Floss
Tree’ - Kirstie Paterson

- Anne Bridley - President

3. FBBG Nursery
- Judy Milner

We were very pleased to receive this Award from the

3. Retirement of Committee
members

Australian Association of Friends of Botanic Gardens.
The Handbury Award is named in honour of the late Geoff Handbury
AO, a major benefactor of the Australian Association of Friends of
Botanic Gardens Inc (AAFBG), to recognise exceptional contributions
to an Australian Botanic Garden, Arboretum or Park, by an AAFBG
member group or individual from a member group.

4. Sustainability Day in the
GFTF - Judy Milner
5. Get to Know the Illustrators. Rod Orr
6-7. Overbeck’s garden, Salcombe Devon.- Pam and
Anthony Sheean

We were selected as an award winner for category 2.
‘Exceptional contribution of a member organisation to its Botanic
Garden, Park or Arboretum.’
AAFBG president Kate Heffernan notified Anne Bridley (our
president) of our success stating :Guided Walk with Anne Bridley

8. What’s on

This newsletter is named after Dovyalis caffra,
the South African Kei Apple Tree
which is a heritage listed tree
in the Bendigo Botanic Gardens

‘The AAFBG committee would like to commend you and your Friends
on their achievements of the past twenty - two years in support and
development of Bendigo Botanic Gardens through hard work in promoting
and advocating. A great deal has been achieved for Bendigo and wider
community in all aspects and Botanic perspective, of which as you say ‘can be
rightly proud’
The award will be presented at the 2022 AAFBG Members’ Biennial
Conference: 29 April to 1 May 2022 Eurobodalla Regional Botanic
Gardens, Batemans Bay NSW. The theme this year being: ‘Resilience
and Renewal in a Changing World’
We may arrange to accept the award via Zoom.
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Ceiba speciosa (Silk Floss Tree)
Kirstie Paterson - Team Leader - Bendigo Botanic Gardens Staff.

I’m pleased to say the Ceiba speciosa is flowering in the Garden for the Future for the first time.
The Ceiba trees were planted in the garden four and half years ago in the foliage section of the ‘Around the World’ garden.
They were about 2m tall when they went in (the red circles mark out the small Ceiba trees).
It is lucky we have these photos, because it is hard to remember how little everything looked when the garden was first
planted.
Ceibas are a fast growing tree, as seen by the specimens
in the garden. Ours have doubled in size. They are
a deciduous tree that can tolerate light frosts when
young; they did struggle the first year in our gardens as
the frosts here can be quite heavy. Once established the
Ceibas are more resilient to the cold. Ceiba speciosa or
the Silk Floss tree is native to South America and is a
member of the Malvaceae family. They have hibiscus
like flowers with petals that are a beautiful pink colour
and the centres are cream.

They flower between February and May and once they have
flowered for the first time, the flowering becomes more profuse
every following year. The nectar is known to attract insects and
hummingbirds in their native zones, so it will be interesting to see
if our honeyeaters are attracted to the flowers too. We will try and
observe them. Just remember when you come to see the beautiful
Ceibas in flower; you will need to look up as our Ceibas have grown
quite a bit taller in four years.
Every part of the Ceiba tree is interesting to look at. The trunk and branches are
covered in thorns making the trunk look quite vicious. The trunk is bright green when
young; it contains a lot of chlorophyll allowing it to perform photosynthesis, however
it will turn grey as it ages. No doubt the tree has adapted the thorns to protect itself
from the wildlife in its native South America. I would think it would be hard for a
monkey to climb a Ceiba tree.
As this is the first flowering season for the Ceiba I don’t yet have any photos of the
seed pods which contain a cottony fibre inside that has been used as stuffing. But we
will keep an eye out for some pods to get some pictures for the next article.

Hope to see you in the gardens looking at our wonderful Ceiba trees; just remember
they do bite….
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FBBG Nursery

Retiring Committee Members

Now open Saturday mornings - 			
Judy Milner: Nursery Co-ordinator

Honour for their contribution over many years.

The Nursery run by the Friends Group is now regularly
open to the public each Saturday between 10 am and 12
noon. It is located in the Heritage Gardens behind the
Samuel Gadd Centre. Saturday is more suitable for many
customers and we are pleased with the sales figures.

At our final get-together for the year in December
2021 we honoured three highly valued retiring
committee members. They have contributed so
much of their time, energy and commitment to
the gardens by way of their participation with
the Friends Group and other activities over many
years.
Certificates of appreciation were presented by
our president Anne Bridley to Jane Cleary, Lyn
Hamilton and Eric Wilkinson.

We have also recently acquired an EFTPOS machine
so that customers are able to pay by card. We now sell
more plants with card than with cash so it has been very
beneficial. Generally prices are based on the pot size which
simplifies the process.
The automated watering system recently established means
we no longer need a watering roster and the staff keep an
eye out for any plants missing the sprays.
Volunteers have happily accepted being allotted certain
roles to assist in the smooth running of the propagation
activities. They make a great team.

They still remain general members.

Left to right: Anne Bridley. Jane Cleary, Eric Wilkinson
and Lyn Hamilton.
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Sustainability Day in the Garden for the Future - Sunday March 27th
Judy Milner

It was wonderful to visit the Garden for the Future on
Sunday March 27th for the Sustainability Day. It was a
beautiful Autumn Day and the gardens were packed with
stands showing all sorts of products and information with
the theme of sustainability.

The venue was perfect for this festival. All the circular grass
areas were numbered and each housed a stall or display of
some kind. Food vans were located on the main circular
walkway and the plentiful seating provided resting places for
those of us who got a bit weary.

The staff had prepared the garden well and the plantings
were looking at their best as you wandered around the
meandering paths.

I think the numbers of visitors would have pleased the
organisers and, judging by the adjacent streets, parking was
at a premium. I was lucky enough to be dropped off and
picked up so didn’t have that difficulty.

Millie Ross from Gardening Australia was a guest speaker
and when I arrived there was a large audience listening to
her illustrated talk, with pictures projected on a large screen
in the sound shell.

I hope the parking arrangements, once the Central Hub
area is completed, will be adequate for the demand. There is
a parking area planned for the West side of the Creek once
the central area is established.
The staff were happy with the state of the gardens after the
event as, despite the large numbers involved, the organisers
made sure everything was left in good condition.
It is hoped that those visitors unfamiliar with the gardens
will now have a new appreciation of this wonderful regional
asset. The interpretive signs are a great benefit to visitors
requiring more knowledge.
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Get to Know the Illustrators
Rod Orr

Rod began botanical drawing and painting with the illustrators when the group first
started in 2004. He lectured in Geography and Environmental Science at Latrobe
University, Bendigo for many years and has always been interested in anything

botanical. His botanical knowledge is a bonus to the group and he has run Botany
Workshops for members.

His art work includes fine, detailed illustrations of fungi, bark and lichens, flower
and fruit dissections and
more recently insects.
He has exhibited in

exhibitions run by the

Illustrators, Bendigo Pottery

Paynter Gallery as well as the

Linden gallery (Melbourne and Fremantle). He finds Botanical
Illustration a peaceful thing to do and quite different from
anything else.

‘There is always something new to learn’

Ullysses Butterfly - Watercolour

Red-flowered
Moort
(Eucalyptus
nutans)
Watercolour

Mushroom (Agaricus sp.)
Watercolour

Botany Bay Weevil
(Chrysolepis spectabilis)
Watercolour
Moth Orchid (Phalanopsis sp.)
Gouache on Black Paper
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Pam and Anthony Sheean’s Gardens Tour to Europe continues with one of the two
gardens they visited in Devon, England.
OVERBECK’S GARDEN - Salcombe
The joy and surprise of this six-acre garden is the sub-tropical paradise it presents perched on a cliff top
overlooking Salcombe Estuary in Devon. Sheltered by woodland and cliffs, this area of Devon enjoys an
astonishingly mild microclimate, thereby providing ideal growing conditions for many trees and shrubs you
wouldn’t expect to flourish in England. There are many plants from Asia, Africa, Australia and New Zealand.
Overbeck’s garden is a 20th-century creation. Edric Hopkins,
the first owner laid out much of the garden structure
before the property was sold to G.M. Vereker in 1913. He
and his wife, extended the garden to its present size. In
1928 the property was sold to inventor, Otto Overbeck,
who continued to add rare and tender plants to an already
unusual garden. It is now a National Trust property.

View over Salcombe Bay from the front garden

It is a gardener’s paradise with a collection of botanically
unusual and unexpected plants including an avenue
of Chusan palms, Trachycarpus fortunei, named after
the plant collector Robert Fortune, a row of Lantern
trees, Crinodendron hookerianum, and a magnificent
Himalayan magnolia (M. campbellii), which was planted
in 1901 and stayed in that position until 1999 when it
literally slipped onto its side, but continues to grow.

Overbeck House

Himalayan magnolia (M. campbellii)
– still surviving!
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Gardens in Devon, England - continued
OVERBECK’S GARDEN - Salcombe - continued

Each section of the garden has been divided up into plants which flourish in their given environments.
The Statue Garden, once the tennis court, is planted
as a ‘formal’ area. The statue ‘First Flight’ by Albert
Bruce-Joy is a fine example of poetic sculpture and
was the last piece of garden art bought by Otto, and
the only one which remains in the garden.
There is a Secret Garden just beyond, with a lovely
mature Canary Palm and the Upper Gardens include
the Gazebo Garden with a sweeping view across to
Salcombe estuary.

First flight statue in the Statue Garden

There is also the Rock Dell which is set into the rock of
the hillside and the Banana Garden is situated in the most
sheltered part of the garden with the Palm Garden.
The large Woodland Garden is filled with palms, grasses and
many spring bulbs.

The Woodland Garden

There is a working greenhouse, a gardeners’ bothy with
a terracotta-tiled roof and a parterre with clipped box
hedging which is cut twice a year by hand. Orange and
lemon trees are planted around the outer edges. Due to
the mild climate all of the plants are able to stay out all
year.

The Parterre
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What’s On - activities are subject to current Covid guidelines.
The Friends’ Committee Meetings - all members are welcome to attend.
Held at Bendigo Botanic Gardens Samuel Gadd Centre - 11.30 am on 3rd Tuesday of alternate months (except
January) or monthly if required.
Committee members are elected for two year terms and the Annual General Meeting is held in August.
Growing Friends
Growing Friends meet at the FBBG nursery (behind the Samuel Gadd Centre) each Tuesday from 9.30am 11.30am.
Activities include propagating plants for the gardens and for sale, maintaining the plant nursery, as well as
assisting the BBG staff in the gardens. New members are always welcome.
Plants are available for sale from the nursery each Saturday between 10am and 12 noon.
Botanical Illustration Group
Meet Saturdays 9:30am – 4.00pm & Wednesdays 9:30am – 12 noon at the BBG Samuel Gadd Centre.
New members welcome.
Date

What

Details

Saturday 7th May 2022

Mothers Day Plant Sale (Chryssies and more )

10am - 1pm at the BBG Nursery

Sunday 15th May 2022

Chrysanthemum Sale to the public from the

Conservatory Gardens 10am-2pm
Staffed by FBBG.

Sunday 29th May 2022

Botanic Gardens Day -

June 2022

Anticipated opening of the Central Hub including
Illustrators exhibition.

TBA.

24th -28th October 2022

17th Australasian Botanic Guides Conference

Hosted by The Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne and
Cranbourne
To register interest & receive updates

Conservatory Gardens.

Botanic Gardens Day is an annual day of celebration,
Hourly Guided Walks and FBBG Illustrators at work. to shed light on the role of plants in our lives and the
important work botanic gardens undertake every day
to conserve them for future generations.

www.rbg.vic.gov.au/volconf22

Dovyalis is published by the Friends of Bendigo Botanic Gardens, Inc.
71 Napoleon Cres. Bendigo 3550
Email: friends.bgobotanicgardens@gmail.com
Website: www.bendigobotanicgardens.com.au
President: Anne Bridley Vice President: Delene Commerford
Secretary: Pam Sheean Treasurer: Jan Bobin
Committee Members: Annie Clark, Gerry Cox, Judy Milner,
Lindy Sloan.
Newsletter Committee: Delene Commerford and Judy Milner
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