
 

 

Wollemi Pine - Wollemia nobilis 
Critically endangered, EPBC 

 

A great survival story  

The Wollemi Pine is one of the world's oldest and rarest plants 

dating back to the time of the dinosaurs. It is an ancient conifer 

that’s sometimes called a living fossil, or the ‘dinosaur tree’.  

It was thought to have gone extinct around 2 million years ago, 

until the chance discovery in 1994 of small grove of living trees in a 

remote rainforest canyon of the Greater Blue Mountains. 

In this microclimate Wollemi pines can grow up to 40m tall. Mature 

trees typically have more than one trunk and can produce up to 40 

trunks on a single tree. A single trunk may reach up to 450 years 

old. Some of the larger trees could be hundreds, if not thousands, 

of years old. 

  

 

The species has distinctive, deep-red, bubbly bark 

and fern-like foliage. Male and female cones are 

produced on the same tree, and the seeds have a 

single wing to 

help them 

disperse in wind. 

Young specimens can be 

found in the north-east part 

of the Native Section of the 

Garden for the Future. 

 

Fossil Records from 2 million years ago 

 

Cafe 

Friends of Bendigo Botanic Gardens Inc. 

BENDIGO BOTANIC GARDENS  

playing a crucial role in biodiversity conservation. 

We are highlighting six rare, endangered and unique species of 

plants nurtured in the Bendigo Botanic Gardens, White Hills. 
 [Based on The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species 2020]  

  

 


